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Medway is the largest conurbation in the South 
East, outside London, with a population of around 
280,000 which is projected to grow further. This 
has been a place of significance for thousands of 
years because of its strategic location as a crossing 
point on the River Medway. Rochester Castle, 
Rochester Cathedral and Chatham Dockyard were 
built for that very reason. 

The towns making up Medway are Chatham, 
Rochester, Gillingham, Strood and Rainham. Large 
parts of the area are green and rural with a number 
of parks, seven of which are green flag accredited. 
Medway is also part of the environmentally 
important North Kent Marshes on the extensive 
Hoo Peninsula to the north.

With superb connections to London and Europe, 
Medway is part of the Thames Gateway  
and home to the University of Greenwich,  
University of Kent, Canterbury Christ  
Church University, the University  
for the Creative Arts and MidKent College. 

This has always been a place of culture and 
creativity, from its influence on the writing of 
Charles Dickens, to the work of the universities 
in music, audio technology, journalism, fashion, 
photography and product design. 

Medway has a diverse and rapidly growing business 
base with a focus on high value technology, 
engineering, manufacturing, cultural and creative, 
knowledge intensive companies. Innovation is 
at the heart of Medway’s future and is being 
supported by state-of-the-art facilities across the 
area linked to the universities, all helping  
start-up businesses.

Be part of the Medway story



29,000  
new homes

by 2035

Regeneration 
programmes in all 

5 main towns

34 minutes  
by high speed train  

to London 

Five Stations  
(£37m upgrades)

Local economy = 
£5.2bn – up 2.9% 

from 2015. 

Higher than 
South East average

14,000+ 
businesses 

(Advanced) Manufacturing  
and Engineering Construction

Creative and Cultural
IT and Digital

Health and Social Care

4 universities

12,000 students 
1 FE college

Rich 
heritage  

Outstanding tourist 
destination 

5 million visitors 
each year

6,000 jobs supported

Home to 
sporting excellence

Host to international 
sports events 

and tournaments



Medway Champions is a scheme that unites businesses, 
organisations and individuals across the area in a 
powerful network to change perceptions of the place 
and raise its profile.

Medway Champions are proactive advocates for the 
towns and area both nationally and internationally, with the 
power to influence how it is marketed, portrayed in the 
media and at events and to get it known, and considered 
by the people that matter. 

Medway Champions brings together the knowledge, 
networks, passion and determination of 
businesses, organisations and individuals as a 
powerful force. This combined approach gives 
Medway the ability to compete, attracting 
investment, business and visitors to create 
a more successful economy for 
the benefit of everyone.

Think Medway,  
think city
It acts, behaves, develops and grows 
like a city with its own swagger, its 
own self confidence. Whilst Medway 
is only twenty years young with a 
vibrant community, it is destined for 
big things. Our collaborative place-led 
approach, involving public, 
private and community sectors, is 
putting innovation, aspiration and 
quality at the heart of what we do to 
give Medway the profile it deserves.
 

There’s no doubt that being close to London, 
offering a great value location, having a 
waterfront experience and universities on our 
doorstep makes Medway an exciting and very 
attractive proposition.

Medway is a place destined for big things.

Telegraph quoted Medway:

London Living 
without the price tag.
Evening Standard quoted Medway:  

Fast trains and waterfront living.
LGA quoted Medway: 

Monumental regeneration 
programme, one of the most 
promising growth areas in the UK.

Medway Champions  



Why become a  
Medway Champion
Your contribution will assist in the promotion of Medway’s 
positive messages to residents, visitors and regional, national and 
international businesses.  The programme also brings businesses 
closer together to lead Medway’s future opportunities and help 
Medway’s businesses to grow and flourish; including your business.

Whatever the level of commitment you choose, there are many 
opportunities for you to become involved as a Medway Champion. 
For example:

Senior level networking and collaboration

•  Medway Champions are part of, and have access to, 
a powerful network of influencers and decision makers  
through regular meetings. 

•  Our speakers range from key players leading the area’s    
major developments to senior figures across the region and UK. 

•  Medway Champions are a highly regarded group in the area,  
they will hear news of developments first and often be the first 
names on key invitation lists. 

Raising your organisation’s profile
Medway Champions have the opportunity 
to raise their profile through:

•  Circulation of news stories via  
regular communication 

•  A place presence at key external    
business and investment events

• Hosting meetings

• Profile on the Champions website

• Media opportunities both regionally and nationally 

Access to marketing materials 
To help support your organisation to ‘tell and sell’ 
the Medway story, we have produced a range of 
tools for you to use, with more to come, including:

•  The Medway narrative, which outlines 
our new story and thinking behind how the   
place will develop and promote itself 

•  An image bank of high quality photography based 
on the new story

•  A full design toolkit enabling use of the new 
communications style alongside your corporate 
materials 

Champion generated content
There are simple ways you can get involved as  
a business, and share the story by showing your 
support through:

•  Take key publications and Medway narrative 
messages to trade fairs/exhibitions that you  
are attending 

•  Share positive messages through your 
partners, employees and customers 

•   Follow us on twitter @wearemedway and 
invite your contacts to follow too. Don’t forget to 
tag us in your good news stories or email them 
to virginie.giles@medway.gov.uk

•  Speak at events and feature in promotional  
place campaigns 

•  Use the Medway logo and display your 
Champions certificate 

•  When developing promotional material 
consider using the Medway place graphics  
or logos



Get involved

Medway Champions bring together passion and 
ambition to make Medway an even better place to 
do business.

Through being a Champion you are raising the 
profile of Medway as the educated choice to live, 
work, learn and visit. This helps Medway’s economy 
to thrive but it also opens potential new business 
opportunities for your organisation. 

Medway Champions’ contributions received will 
contribute to support activities and materials 
available for use by all Medway Champions.  
The cost of becoming a Medway Champion is 
based on the type of organisation you are and the 
number of employees you have.

If you want to get together with other 
people and organisations that have the 
passion, enthusiasm, commitment and desire   
to champion Medway then simply talk to us. 

wearemedway.co.uk
       @wearemedway

Employees Annual contribution

Sole trader £100

2-10 £200

11-25 £400

26-50 £600

51-100 £1,000

101-250 £1,500

251+ £2,000




